
The global economic crisis has revealed structural weaknesses of the economy and the 
shortcomings of economic policies of developed countries and developing countries, including the 
countries of Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe that have registered deep decline in real GDP 
in 2009, after having several years of economic growth on average between 5% and 6%. In many 
developing countries the purchasing power of salaries and pensions and investment capacity have 
been reduced. In such economic situation countries in the region have asked for foreign financial aid, 
since the budgetary resources available and the inflow of foreign capital have been unable to alleviate 
the crisis. At the same time, many countries have implemented an anti-crisis program with a delay, 
while some countries have provided assistance to economy and population quickly. The IMF and the 
EU have provided their program of crisis aid to their members in accordance with established crite-
ria. Economic inequality and crisis have mutually retroactive effect. On one hand, the high rate of 
inequality can be caused by the actions of negative economic factors, while on the other it extends and 
deepens the crisis in which the country is already in. The reason for this is that unequal societies can-
not be both efficient and their economies stable and sustainable for a longer period. The same applies 
to the society in which they are created. The negative economic consequences of inequality can be the 
first to spot. 
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